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EDINBURGH. 

By  Consul  Rafas  Fleniins'j  MarcU  2. 

Of  the  imports  of  foreign  manufacturers  into  the  Edinburgh  dis- 
trict during  1915,  a  larger  proportion  than  ever  came  through  west 
coast  and  south  coast  ports,  principally  Glasgow,  Liverpool,  and 
London.  This  was  particularly  true  in  the  first  half  of  the  year. 
Then  the  scarcity  of  labor  at  nearly  all  docks  and  the  congestion  of 
goods  due  to  shortage  of  railway  freight  handlers  and  to  lack  of 
freight  cars  gradually  brought  on  a  difficult  situation.  The  move- 
ment of  goods  in  the  last  three  months  of  the  year  was  greatly 
hampered  everywhere  by  insufficient  facilities  for  handling  traffic. 
Thousands  of  freight  cars  were  out  of  use  in  Scotland  because  the 
necessary  repairs  could  not  be  made,  and  where  cars  were  available 
there  was  much  delay  in  loading.  Prices  of  commodities  coming  into 
the  district  were  considerably  more  above  the  normal  level  than  the 
increased  ocean  freight  rates  might  have  warranted.  Yet  the  de- 
mand for  machinery  and  hardware  and  general  merchandise  was  on 
the  whole  satisfactory,  and  consumption  was  larger  than  could  have 
been  anticipated. 
Summary  of  Sea-Borne  Commerce. 

At  Leith,  the  port  town  of  Edinburgh,  3,422  vessels  arrived,  ag- 
gregating 1,677,833  tons,  or  a  decrease  of  2,438  vessels  and  599,324 
tons,  as  compared  with  1914.  A  summary  of  the  principal  imports 
and  exports  (in  tons  of  2,240  pounds),  in  comparison  with  the  previ- 
ous year,  is  as  follows : 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

IMPORTS. 

Grain 

Tons. 

330,338 
52, 257 
75,323 
26.331 
80,006 
29,383 
25,711 
22,483 

Tons. 

322,373 
49, 826 
34,487 
18,038 

174,750 
45,943 
16,963 
11,082 

EXPORTS. 

Coal: 

Cargo 

Tons. 

1,360,545 

312,910 

15,525 

78,681 

44,445 

Tons. 

Flour 

1,221,703 

Sugar 

Bunker 

237, 533 

Cement 

Pig  iron    

45,277 

Wood 

50, 120 

Manure 

Sulphate  of  ammonia 

15, 740 

Butter 

Eggs 

Profitable  Year  for  Shipowners — New  Service  from  America. 

The  3^ear"'s  business  was  A-ery  profitable  for  shipowners,  owing  to 
the  unprecedented  high  level  of  freights  in  all  over-seas  trade,  the 
advance  ranging  from  100  per  cent  in  the  French  trade  to  300  per 
cent  in  the  ^lediterranean.  This  was,  of  course,  largely  caused  by 
the  requisitioning  of  British  tonnage  by  the  Government. 
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British  merchnntmen  ran  steadily  throughout  the  year  from  Phila- 
delphia and  r>altimore  with  excellent  results,  and  mam'  ships  plied 
irregularly  Avith  great  success  from  other  American  ports.  Full 
cargoes  from  the  United  States  were  easily  obtained,  but  little  cargo 
was  offered  for  the  westward  voyages.  Late  in  the  year  regular 
sailings  of  British  vessels  were  arranged  between  New  York  and 
this  coast  of  Scotland.  This  consulate  is  informed  that  it  will  be  a 
monthly  service  at  the  beginning,  with  the  expectation  that  the 
business  will  so  develop  as  to  warrant  more  frequent  sailings. 

Trade  to  the  Netherlands,  Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden,  and  the 
Mediterranean  was  fairly  regular  throughout  the  year,  and  the 
White  Sea  traffic  was  also  carried  on  successfully.  Vessels  running 
to  French  ports  were  kept  particularly  busy.  New  departures  v/ere 
inaugurated  between  this  coast  and  Marseille  and  Bordeaux,  also  to 
Spanish  Mediterranean  ports,  and  to  Italy  and  Sicilian  ports,  with 
general  goods.  Efforts  were  also  made  to  load  steamers  outward  to 
North  Spanish  ports  with  general  cargo,  calling  again  at  this  port 
on  the  homeward  voyage  to  discharge  wine  and  other  cargo  from 
Lisbon,  Oporto,  and  Bordeaux. 

The  Grain  Movement — Lumber  Trade.  ^ 

The  total  imports  of  wheat,  about  7,900,000  bushels,  showed  a 
moderate  decrease  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Of  this 
total  more  than  80  per  cent  came  from  North  America,  the  greater 
bulk  of  Avhich  by  far  being  Canadian  wheat.  Barley  supplies, 
amounting  to  1,600,000  bushels,  were  not  ample.  The  imports  were 
received  mainl}^  from  America,  Canada,  and  India,  and,  as  in  all 
grain,  prices  were  at  a  high  level.  Corn  was  supplied  by  Argentina 
onl}^,  on  account  of  higher  American  prices.  On  the  year's  average, 
corn  was  the  cheapest  feed  grain  obtainable,  notwithstanding  the 
value  in  December  Avas  73  cents  per  bushel. 

American  and  Canadian  shippers  of  spruce  greatly  benefited  by 
the  higher  prices  prevailing,  although  the  increased  ocean  freight 
rates  absorbed  a  large  share  of  the  advance.  But  much  of  the  sup- 
plies usually  coming  in  large  quantities  from  various  foreign  ports 
were  sought  for  in  White  Sea  and  Sw^edish  ports,  particularly  the 
former.  The  Archangel  freight  rate  on  timber  gradually  increased 
until  it  reached  $10.20  per  standard  (165  cubic  feet)  in  November  last 
as  against  $7.30  to  $10.90  in  prewar  times.  At  present  shipowners 
are  quoting  for  next  open  water.  Archangel  to  this  country.  $18.66 
per  standard.  Last  spring  battens,  which  were  $53.53  per  standard 
f.  o.  b.,  had  to  carry  a  $16.20  freight  plus  about  $7.30  insurance. 

Prices  of  ash  rose  last  5'ear  from  36  to  73  cents  per  cubic  foot  for 
the  standing  timber.  In  the  opinion  of  merchants,  future  supplies 
of  timber  will  be  short  unless  a  greater  movement  of  timber  cargoes 
from  America  is  possible. 

A  local  difficulty  in  this  trade  has  been  the  lack  of  dock  accommoda- 
tion and  railway  and  labor  facilities.  In  December  there  were  in  the 
Leith  docks  quantities  of  timber  which  had  been  landed  in  the  early 
spring,  and  ■which  importers  had  been  unable  to  remove  from  the 
quays  for  want  of  workmen.  The  same  trouble  obtained  in  the  dis- 
charging of  cargoes.  This  congestion  can  not  be  fully  relieved  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  when  the  port  at  Grangemouth — the  gateway  to 
Glasgow  and  the  West  Coast — will  be  reopened. 
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Exports  to  the  United  States, 

The  shipments  of  goods  to  the  United  States  from  this  district 
during  1915  were  vahied  at  $1,7G1,7G1,  a  gain  of  $31,913  compared 
with  1914,  The  sales  of  wool  increased  largely.  In  exports  of  other 
commodities,  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  there  was  a  general  de- 
cline. The  following  were  the  articles  and  their  declared  value  des- 
tined for  the  United  States  in  1915  compared  with  1914: 


Articles. 


Boo^s  and  printed  sheets. 
Cards  (pictujre  postcards). 

Fertilizers 

Gelatin 

Glue 

Grindstones 

Herrings 

Malt  liquors  

Medicinal  compounds 

Paper 

Paper  stock 

Pictures,  etc 


1914 


S107, 
14, 
29. 
26, 
22, 
11. 
12, 
9, 
17, 


S86, 

11, 

1, 

8, 

36, 

10, 

10, 
8, 

10, 
7, 
3, 


Articles. 


Printers'  blankets 

Seeds,  agricultural 

Wearing  apparel 

WWs:  y 

Wire ,  -vvire  rods,  and  wire 

rope 

Wool 

Woolen  cloth 

Woolen  '-  nitted  articles.. . 
All  other  articles 


Total. 


1914 


521,951 


438,362 

65,971 
239,939 
530,213 

46,5-12 
103,889 


1,729,848 


1915 


$10,390 
66.411 
28, 194 

.396, 807 

26,073 
490, 193 
438,380 
31.064 
77,600 


1,761,761 


American  goods  were  valued 


Articles  invoiced  at  the  Edinburgh  consulate  for  export  to  Hawaii 
were  valued  at  $5,805,  compared  with  $150,865  in  1914.  The  ship- 
ments to  the  Philippine  Islands  were  valued  at  $10,899,  compared 
with  $10,213  in  1914,  There  was  only  one  shipment  to  Porto  Rico, 
being  valued  at  $248.  The  returned  . 
at  $3,116,  compared  with  $1,590  in  1914 

Sales  of  American  Goods. 

In  normal  times  most  classes  of  American  goods  handled  by  deal- 
ers in  this  district  are  purchased  from  importing  houses  in  English 
commercial  centers.  A  certain  number  of  specialties  marketed  by 
local  jobbing  firms  constitute  an  important  exception  to  this  rule; 
but  as  to  manufactures  in  general,  other  than  foods,  the  heavier 
kinds  of  machinery,  and  bulk  goods,  imports  usually  come  here 
indirectlj'.  Last  year  this  was  more  markedly  the  case  than  in  the 
past  because  of  the  new  difficulties  presented  by  war  conditions. 

Owing  to  the  great  demand  upon  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  for  lines  of  products  ordinarily  obtained  from  England 
and  the  Continent  of  Europe,  only  the  extensive  importing  firms 
were  in  a  position  to  get  delivery  of  the  goods,  the  comparatively 
small  orders  of  local  jobbers  receiving  little  attention.  Consequently 
the  wholesale  trade  was  concentrated  in  few  hands  and  large  profits 
were  gained,  wdiile  small  jobbers  and  the  retailers  had  difficulty  to 
meet  the  orders  of  their  customers.  This  was  true  particularl}^  of 
various  classes  of  household  articles,  electrical  supplies,  light  ma- 
chinery, machine  fittings,  metal-working  tools,  and  automobile 
accessories. 

About  the  only  important  lines  of  American  imports  into  Edin- 
burgh that  declined  in  1915  were  builders'  tools,  such  as  are  used 
by  carpenters,  joiners,  ma.sons,  and  plasterers.  The  building  trades 
in  this  city  and  vicinity  have  had  scarcely  anything  more  than  re- 
pair work  to  do  during  the  last  two  years. 

Increased  Demand  for  Motor  Vehicles  and  Accessories, 

There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  sales  of  motor  cars  and  motor 
trucks  of  American   manufacture.     The   British   customs   dulv   of 
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3'3-}  per  cent  imposed  in  September  on  pleasure  cars  had  little  effect 
on  the  trade.  Compared  Avith  English  prices  the  American  cars 
were  still  good  value.  The  demand  for  motor  trucks  was  strong 
throughout  the  year,  but  business  was  affected  by  the  abnormal 
shipping  and  labor  conditions  which  caused  delay  in  getting  the 
goods  transported.  American  numufacturers,  however,  again  dem- 
onstrated the  fact  that  in  moderate-priced  cars  they  are  far  ahead 
of  any  of  their  competitors  and  that  the}''  can  retain  the  good  mar- 
ket that  has  been  created. 

The  accessories  trade  was  exceptionally  active,  the  principal  fea- 
ture being  a  great  demand  for  tires.  Sales  of  American  tires,  car 
and  motorcycle  lamps,  horns,  generators,  magnetos,  bolts  and  nuts, 
copper  and  asbestos  washers,  etc.,  were  large  and  at  greatly  increased 
prices. 

Good  Business  in  Hardware. 

In  quantities  and  value  of  hardware  imported  from  the  United 
States  the  year  1915  w^as  a  record.  In  all  varieties  of  hardware  for 
engineering  purposes  and  for  household  use  business  vv"as  remark- 
able, although  hampered  by  the  congestion  at  ports  and  in  railway 
yards.  Prices  were,  of  course,  affected  by  the  demand  and  by  the 
transport  and  docking  difficulties.  The  following  statement  made  to 
this  consulate  by  a  local  firm  of  hardware  jobbers,  whose  warehouses 
are  not  a  mile  from  the  port  of  Leith,  indicates  the  troubles  of  the 
trade :  "As  a  rule  it  has  taken  longer  for  us  to  get  goods  from  Leith 
after  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  than  it  has  taken  the  steamer  to  come 
from  Philadelphia  or  New  York  to  Leith."  Nevertheless  business 
moved  steadil}^,  if  slowl}^,  and  notwithstanding  unprecedented  freight 
rates  profits  were  actually  greater.  It  is  generally  thought  that 
American  firms  will  be  able  to  hold  the  strong  position  gained  in  the 
market. 

Sales  of  builders'  hardware  were  comparatively  light,  as  no  con- 
struction work  of  any  importance  was  undertaken. 

The  Leather  and  Shoe  Trade. 

American  leathers  were  substituted  for  English  to  a  marked  ex- 
tent in  consequence  of  the  higher  prices  of  the  latter.  This  move- 
ment w^as  checked,  however,  in  the  fall  by  a  rise  in  American  prices 
and  by  the  excessive  freights.  American  leathers  were  in  high  favor, 
the  quality  and  the  rounding  of  the  hides  being  satisfactory  to  the 
trade.  Shoemakers'  supplies  of  various  kinds  from  the  United 
States  were  also  in  strong  demand;  the  quality  of  all  deliveries  was 
excellent  and  the  packing  good.  Some  local  wholesale  dealers  were 
dissatisfied  by  American  manufacturers  insisting  on  cash  payment  at 
New  York  or  Boston,  when  hitherto  the  terms  were  to  pay  against  a 
bill  of  lading,  which  they  were  always  willing  to  do. 

The  artificial  conditions  that  increased  the  values  of  all  manu- 
factures of  leather  raised  the  prices  of  footwear  materially  to  the 
retail  houses.  The  increase  in  wholesale  prices  was  not  fully  exacted 
from  the  public  by  retailers,  as  competition  compelled  them  to  sac- 
rifice some  of  their  usual  margin  of  profit.  Owing  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  working  people,  sales  of  the  better  grades  of  goods  were  larger 
than  in  any  previous  3'ear,  and  standard  American  shoes  continued 
in  favor.    There  was  a  tendency  toward  the  close  of  the  year  to  re- 
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strict  the  variety  in  all  kinds  of  goods.    High-topped  boots  for  women 
and  substantial  makes  of  boots  and  shoes  for  men  were  in  vogue. 

Demand  for  Office  Appliances  and  Stationery. 

There  was  an  unusual  demand  for  office  appliances  and  time-sav- 
ing specialties  of  every  description.  The  difficult}^  was  to  execute 
orders  that  came  in.  This  was  true  especially  in  regard  to  the  trade 
in  American  cabinet  goods,  which  was  attended  with  the  greatest 
difficulty.  The  same  trouble,  in  a  less  degree,  was  experienced  with 
many  of  the  metal  fittings  received  from  the  United  States,  particu- 
larly for  loose-leaf  work.  The  loose-leaf  business  was  at  high  tide 
and  it  was  difficult  to  supply  the  demand. 

Copying-ink  pencils  were  sold  out  early  in  the  year  and  thereafter 
not  easily  procured ;  supplies  of  pens  were  also  limited.     Fountain 
pens  sold  well,  both  for  the  home  market  and  for  the  use  of  the 
military. 
Demand  for  Toys — Clocks  and  Watches. 

The  demand  for  toys  of  all  classes,  except  mechanical  kinds,  ex- 
ceeded the  two  previous  years.  American  makes,  including  air 
guns,  wooden  toys,  motor  cars,  dolls,  and  constructional  toys,  sold 
well,  along  with  British,  French,  and  Japanese  products.  Dealers 
who  were  fortunate  enough  to  have  a  large  stock  of  air  guns  had  a 
thriving  trade. 

Business  in  all  the  higher  grade  watches  and  clocks  last  year 
was  poor.  Prices  of  clocks  and  watches,  and  also  of  parts  and  ma- 
terials used  in  the  manufacture,  were  fully  25  per  cent  above  the  level 
of  1913  and  1914.  American  manufacturers  did  not  increase  their 
prices  so  much  as  those  in  certain  other  countries,  but  with  the 
addition  of  the  33^  per  cent  British  customs  tariff  the  cost  of 
imported  goods  advanced  in  about  the  same  ratio  as  that  of  British- 
made  goods.  Wrist  watches  in  various  forms  so  rapidly  increased 
in  favor  that  they  practically  superseded  chain  watches  for  ladies' 
wear.  Later  they  were  popular  with  men.  One  American  make  sold 
very  freely. 

Due  to  unusual  conditions,  watches  fitted  Avith  luminous  dials  Avere 
in  great  demand.  Two  or  three  American  makes  of  the  better  grades 
were  on  the  market.  It  is  expected  that  this  trade  will  prove  perma- 
nent. Such  dials  have  been  improved  in  recent  years.  The  lumi- 
nosity has  been  increased  and  is  of  a  lasting  character. 

Condition  of  the  Iron  and  Steel  Trade. 

Scarcity  of  supply  to  merchants  and  manufacturers  was  the  prin- 
cipal features  of  the  iron  and  steel  trade.  America  contributed  con- 
siderable quantities  of  iron  and  steel  bars.  Latterly  the  prices  of 
coke,  pig  iron,  and  steel  were  regulated  by  the  Government.  The 
price  of  steel  averaged  about  $54  per  long  ton  of  2,240  pounds.  Some 
American  works  quoted  recently  for  structural  sections  of  the  trade, 
but  their  prices  were  prohibitive,  being  something  like  $14.(30  per 
ton  above  the  British  price,  delivered  at  West  Coast  ports. 
Shortage  of  Agricultural  Implements — Motor  Machinery. 

Toward  midsummer  the  supply  of  agricultural  implements  in  this 
part  of  Scotland  became  short  and  deliveries  were  much  delayed. 
More  farm  machinery  could  iiave  been  disposed  of.  as  tlie  deniand 
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continued  to  the  end  of  the  year.  American  plow  makers  had  a  large 
trade.  There  were  many  calls  for  motor  farm  wagons  of  about  1^ 
tons  capacity,  but  prices  were  higher  than  the  average  tenant  farmer 
cared  to  pa.y.  There  could  have  been  an  extensive  trade  in  such 
wagons  at  $750  to  $1,000.  The  year  witnessed  the  beginning  of  an 
important  development  of  motor  machinery  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses. There  were  constant  calls  for  motor  plows  and  tractors,  but 
the  prices  were  too  high.  Inquiries  generally  were  for  a  plow  not  to 
cost  more  than  $1,000.  For  a  reliable  article  of  this  kind  the  demand 
has  been  and  is  notably  strong. 

Large  Sales  of  American  Fruits  and  Meats  and  Other  Provisions. 

The  trade  in  American  canned  fruits  and  meats  was  never  as  great. 
Apples  (in  gallon  cans),  peaches,  pears,  apricots,  and  pineapples  of 
several  grades  sold  in  largely  increased  quantities.  Beef  and  mutton 
sold  freely,  the  business  in  6-pound  cans  being  remarkable,  although 
prices  were  high.  Pork  in  C-pound  cans  was  on  the  market  here  for 
the  first  time  and,  according  to  a  wholesale  dealer,  was  very  popular. 
Ox  tongues  were  in  steady  demand,  notwithstanding  this  article  was 
an  expensive  luxury. 

An  important  trade  in  American  peeled  tomatoes  was  developed  on 
account  of  scarcity  of  the  Italian  and  French  products.  An  ex- 
cellent business  was  also  done  in  tomato  puree. 

Prices  of  all  lines  were  much  in  advance  of  the  preceding  two  or 
three  years,  owing  to  higher  freight  rates  and  advanced  prices  of  tin 
and  wood,  but  they  were  considered  "  good  value,"  and  wholesalers 
express  the  hope  that  the  United  States  will  be  able  to  maintain  ample 
supplies  this  year. 

A  feature  of  the  provision  business  here  was  the  disappearance  of 
Dutch  cheese,  which  found  a  nearer  and  more  profitable  market. 
American  cheese  was  offered  in  fair  quantities  for  the  first  time  in 
several  years. 

other  American  Goods  on  the  Market. 

American-made  suits  and  overcoats,  soft  shirts,  suspenders,  garters, 
and  ties,  and  a  larger  variety  than  ever  before  of  household  articles, 
both  of  metal  and  wood,  were  sold  here;  also  increased  quantities  of 
American  medicines  and  druggists'  sundries.  Supplies  of  drugs  and 
some  essential  oils  that  had  formerly  come  from  the  Continent  of 
Europe  were  obtained  last  j^ear  from  the  United  States.  Sales  of 
American  typewriters  and  other  specialties  were  well  maintained, 
and  the  business  done  in  surgical  and  dental  supplies  and  optical 
goods,  while  showing  no  marked  development,  was  somewhat  above 
the  normal. 

South  Scotland  Woolen  Industries — The  Hosiery  Trade. 

In  normal  years  the  53  cloth  mills  in  this  district  manufacture 
cheviot.  Saxony,  and  worsted  goods,  the  value  of  the  output  (to  the 
manufacturers)  being  approximately  $15,000,000.  During  the  past 
year,  however,  most  of  the  mills  were  engaged  on  Government  orders. 

The  hosiery  manufacturers  turned  out  a  large  quantity  of  goods, 
probably  exceeding  $6,000,000  in  value  at  the  mills.  The  change 
that  has  been  taking  place  for  many  years  in  the  method  of  market- 
ing hosiery  (including  all  underwear)   was  more  marked  last  year 
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than  ever.  Originally  the  manufacturers  dealt  with  wholesale  mer- 
chants, but  practically  the  entire  trade  is  now  carried  on  directly 
with  retailers.  It  seems  that  the  high  prices  of  knitted  underwear, 
due  mainly  to  the  rise  in  the  prices  of  yarn,  have  led  to  the  develop- 
ment of  trade  in  "  cut-up  "  fabric  for  miderwoar,  which  is  expected 
to  compete  keenly  with  tlie  knitted  goods. 
Papex'  Manufacture  and  Stationery  Lines. 

In  January,  1915,  the  paper  mills  felt  the  j)ressure  of  shortage  and 
high  prices  of  raAv  materials  and  began  gradually  to  increase  the 
prices  of  paper  until  in  some  cases  in  the  cheaper  grades  of  printing 
papers  the  prices  were  50  to  90  per  cent  higher  than  in  1914,  and 
cheaper  grades  of  writing  papers  10  to  30  per  cent  higher.  Brown 
writing  papers  also  advanced  up  to  30  per  cent.  The  better  grades 
of  writing  papers  advanced  about  10  per  cent.  Quotations  were 
given  for  paper  by  the  mills  conditioned  on  acceptance  within  one 
to  four  days  and  giving  a  maximum  quantity  instead  of  a  minimum 
quantity  as  formerly.  In  all  qualities  of  envelopes  manufacturers 
advanced  prices  about  25  per  cent,  and  in  December  some  makers 
refused  orders  and  none  gave  definite  dates  for  delivery. 

The  stationery  manufacturers  were  employed  to  their  capacity 
and  the  firms  had  to  decline  manj^  orders.  A  special  feature  of  this 
trade  was  the  extraordinarj-  demand  for  writing  pads  or  combination 
of  writing  pad  and  envelope,  and  especially  in  the  smaller  sizes  suit- 
able for  ])ocket  use. 

The  ]:)rinting  trade,  which  is  an  important  industry  in  Edinburgh, 
suffered,  as  the  printing  of  new  books  was  practically  stopped. 
Oil  Production — Coal  Mining. 

Scottish  mineral  oil  production  is  confined  to  this  district.  The 
quantity  of  oil  shale  mined  annually  is  approximately  3.000.000  long 
tons,  yielding  oil  and  by-products  valued  at  $6,000.0()0  to  $7,000,000. 
All  kinds  of  oil — lubricating,  cleaning,  gas,  and  fuel — and  the  most 
profitable  by-products,  paraffin  wax  and  sulphate  of  ammonia,  were 
in  strong  demand  last  year  and  prices  were  well  maintained.  Sul- 
phate of  ammonia  rose  from  $70  per  long  ton  in  February  to  $87.60 
in  December. 

The  quantity  of  coal  mined  in  the  counties  of  Edinburgh  and  Had- 
dington was  about  4.000,000  long  tons,  somewhat  above  the  normal 
output. 
Agricultural  Conditions — Output  of  Flour  Mills. 

Although  the  crops  of  barley,  beans,  potatoes,  and  hay  were  not 
up  to  the  level  of  1914,  the  increased  prices  of  agricultural  produce 
gave  the  farmers  of  Scotland  substantial  profits.  Scarcity  of  labor 
was  a  serious  drawback  in  some  localities  throughout  the  year,  im- 
posing unusual  hardships  upon  the  farming  community,  but  the  fall 
and  winter  marketing  afforded  ample  compensation.  The  yield  of 
wheat,  oats,  turnips,  and  sAvedes  exceeded  the  crops  of  the  preceding 
year,  both  in  quantity  and  value,  and  prices  of  cattle,  sheep,  pigs, 
lambs,  and  calves  were  high.  The  average  price  of  home-grown 
wheat  in  December  Avas  $13.79  per  quarter  (8  bushels)  ;  barley, 
$13.02;  oats,  $7.91;  potatoes,  $17  to  $28.59  per  long  ton,  according  to 
quality;  swedes,  $4.80  pei-  ton;  hay  (rye,  grass,  and  clover),  $34  per 
ton.      Fat  cheviot  sheep    (dres.sed  carcass)    sold   for  22  cents  per 
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pound.  Fat  Aberdeen  cattle  sold  for  $13.50  per  hundredweight,  live 
weight;  bacon  (dressed  carcass),  at  $2.55  per  stone  (14  pounds); 
A'eal  (dressed  carcass),  20  cents  per  pound. 

The  total  output  of  the  flour  mills  in  Edinburgh  was  considerably 
in  excess  of  1,700,000  barrels  and  fully  100,000  barrels  above  the 
normal  production. 

DUNFERMLINE. 

By  Consul  Ho-tvaril  D.  Van  Saiit,  January  S. 

The  Dunfermline  consular  district  is  located  on  the  east  coast  of 
Scotland.  Commencing  at  Leven  on  the  north  and  winding  around 
the  broad  Firth  of  Forth  to  Kincardine  and  Alloa,  it  embraces 
within  its  boundaries  the  southern,  the  western,  and  a  portion  of  the 
eastern  division  of  the  "  Kingdom  of  Fife,"  together  with  Kinross- 
shire  and  a  small  area  of  Clackmannanshire,  the  dividing  line  be- 
tween the  Glasgow  and  the  Dunfermline  districts  lying  east  of 
Stirling. 
Trade  in  the  War  Zone — American  Goods. 

Durmg  1915  the  coast  area  of  the  district,  facing  the  North  Sea 
at  the  confluence  of  the  extensive  Eosyth  Naval  Base,  has  been 
brought  in  important  national  international  prominence  as  one  of 
the  principal  war-zone  areas  of  Great  Britain.  As  a  result  trade 
conditions  in  the  largest  part  of  the  district  have  been  influenced  by 
and  subsidiary  to  the  requirements  of  the  military  and  naval  au- 
thorities. 

The  increase  of  the  import  trade  is  unprecedented  in  its  propor- 
tions, especially  in  such  coast  towns  as  Dunfermline,  Inverkeithing, 
North  Queensferry,  Aberdour,  Burntisland,  Kinghorn,  and  Kirk- 
caldy— the  last  named  being  the  largest  town  in  the  district,  Avith  a 
population  of  more  than  41,000.  In  these  places  and  a  number  of 
less  important  ones  the  import  trade  in  foodstuffs,  clothing,  hard- 
ware, and  boots  and  shoes  has  shown  a  marked  increase.  The 
demand  has  resulted  also  in  increased  values  and  prices. 

The  market  for  American  goods  has  increased  more  than  threefold 
at  least  and  supplants  to  a  large  extent  the  former  European  supply. 
This  trade  expansion,  which  outstrips  any  previous  record,  has  pre- 
sented itself  to  the  American  market  without  more  than  ordinary 
solicitation,  the  larger  portion  of  it  being  obtained  under  British 
commercial  agents  directed  through  commission  houses  or  American 
branches  in  the  large  cities  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Inferior  Canned  Goods,  etc. — Future  Trade. 

In  view  of  the  present  demand  for  American  goods  and  the 
likelihood  of  establishing  a  permanent  market  for  these  goods  in 
the  future,  it  is  to  be  deplored  that  an  unusual  proportion  of  Amer- 
ican goods  sold  on  this  market  during  the  past  year  has  been  of 
inferior  grade  and  quality.  A  medium  grade  of  canned  goods,  such 
as  corn,  peas,  tomatoes,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  canned  fruit 
of  second  quality,  also  some  low-priced  American  boots  and  shoes, 
all  sold  as  Al  in  grade.  The  entire  stock  of  canned  peas  and  all  first- 
quality  corn  seems  almost  exhausted,  though  the  American  canned 
tongues  and  other  canned  meats  continue  to  find  much  favor  and 
a  ready  sale  at  reasonable  prices,  considering  the  conditions  described. 
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Several  lines  of  cereals  and  other  foodstuffs  show  age  in  the  appear- 
ance of  the  packages,  and  the  preparation  and  taste  of  the  goods 
confirm  the  unfavorable  opinion  expressed  by  buyers. 

The  demand  for  motor  cars  has  been  in  excess  of  the  siipph^,  so 
that  many  of  the  old  cars  are  being  repaired  or  rebuilt  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  trade. 

On  the  whole  the  import  trade  from  America  has  reached  a  high- 
water  record  and  only  needs  to  be  guarded  and  fostered  by  sending 
the  best  that  the  United  States  produces,  or,  if  a  graded  article, 
to  be  marked  and  understood  as  such  by  the  trade  and  the  consumer. 
In  this  way  a  permanent  trade  on  enduring  lines  could  be  held  in 
largely  increased  volume  and  profit  over  previous  years.  The  actual 
increase  of  American  imports  in  the  district  during  1915  can  not 
be  given  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  because  of  the  lack  of  a 
customhouse.  Most  of  the  imports  now  come  direct  to  the  district 
by  train  from  London,  Liverpool,  Glasgow,  or  Edinburgh. 

large  Exports  of  Linens  to  the  TTnited  States — High  Prices. 

Linen,  or  woven  flax  fabric,  has  been  the  principal  item  of  export 
from  Fifeshire  to  the  United  States  for  more  than  a  half  century. 
During  the  last  year,  owing  to  the  war,  the  conditions  of  this  trade 
have  been  without  parallel  in  the  history  of  the  consulate,  and  the 
exports  from  this  district  show  a  loss  of  $745,976  as  compared  with 
1914.  The  quarter  ended  December  31  shows  a  decrease  of  $238,838, 
while  the  September  quarter  shows  a  still  heavier  loss  in  volume  of 
exports,  one  of  $389,677.  The  falling  off  in  this  trade  has  been 
still  greater  than  the  figures  indicate,  as  prices  are  much  higher  than 
they  were  a  year  ago. 

Prices  of  yarns  have  advanced  about  150  per  cent  since  last  July, 
and  compared  with  prices  of  a  few  years  ago,  or  of  normal  times, 
the  advance  is  about  300  per  cent,  as  stated  recently  by  a  leading 
linen  expert.  It  is  even  claimed  that  the  top  price  has  not  yet  been 
reached.  It  has  only  been  possible  to  produce  linen  damask  at  a 
big  advance  in  price,  the  result  being  a  large  decrease  in  business. 
Manufacturers  generally  find  themselves  unable  to  give  quotations 
because  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  yarn  market.  Yet  in  the  last  year 
when  it  was  reported  at  different  times  that  flax  would  soon  be 
unobtainable  new  supplies  arrived  from  unexpected  quarters,  so  that 
looms  have  been  kept  going  on  part  time. 

It  is  likel}^  that  sales  to  the  United  States  will,  continue  to  be  on  a 
restricted  basis  until  new  supplies  of  flax  and  yarns  arrive  and  the 
demand  and  lower  prices  restore  the  old  volume  of  trade.  During 
the  gi-eater  part  of  1915  nearly  one-half  of  the  looms  were  idle  or 
turned  to  other  account  than  the  manufacture  of  woven  flax  fabrics 
for  the  export  trade. 

Cotton  Goods — Linoleum  Exports — No  Woolen  Yarns  Exported. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  cotton  has  been  more  largely  used 
than  in  any  previous  years  in  the  Dunfermline  factories.  Mer- 
cerized-cotton  damask  has  been  in  demand  both  at  home  and  in  the 
United  States.  This  is  a  fabric  which  heretofore  has  been  almost 
exclusively  woven  in  Austria.  So  that  while  in  the  aggregate  the 
linen  mills  of  the  Dunfermline  consular  district  seem  to  be  losing  a 
large  share  of  the  trade  held  for  many  years  with  America,  other 
lines  of  production  are  gradually  supplanting  the  old  order  'jf  things. 
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The  linoleum  exports  of  1915  to  the  United  States  show  a  decrease 
of  $10,908,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Considering  the 
scarcity  of  hands,  the  increase  in  wages,  and  the  strikes  and  fires 
in  the  Kirkcaldy  factories  that  occurred  during  the  year,  the  decrease 
is  not  more  notable  than  the  decrease  of  the  "previous  year.  It  is 
said  that  the  competition  of  American  lineoleum  factories  is  becom- 
ing increasingly  keen  from  year  to  year,  and  the  high  quality  of 
the  American  product  is  becoming  more  generally  recognized  than 
it  Avas  a  few  5'ears  ago.  An  increase  of  linoleum  exports  to  any 
marked  degree  is  not  likely  during  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
although  afterwards,  when  tlie  usual  supply  of  labor  is  restored,  the 
indications  are  that  there  will  be  a  steady  increase  in  this  line  of 
ex]3orts. 

Woolen  yarns  have  not  been  exported  from  this  district  during 
the  last  year  owing  to  the  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  this 
article. 

Fifeshire  Coal  Trade — American  Tools  and  Timber. 

The  totals  for  1915  in  the  Fife  County  coal  trade  show  to  Avhat 
ej!:tent  the  coal  export  trade  has  been  affected  during  a  full  year  of 
the  war.  Denmark  alone  among  foreign  markets  has  almost  main- 
tained the  previous  year's  level,  all  the  rest  of  the  neutral  countries 
showing  a  decrease  in  the  coal  trade.  Restrictions  on  lighting  at 
ports,  difficulties  as  to  transports,  lack  of  repair  facilities,  pooling 
rolling  stock,  and  charging  so-called  "  omnibus  "  rates  have  caused 
at  times  almost  a  famine  in  the  local  coal  supply,  the  cost  of  a  single 
ton  of  the  Dunfermline  splint  household  coal  recently  going  up  to 
$7.50  per  ton,  as  compared  with  about  $1  per  ton  before  the  war. 

The  shipments  from  Methil  and  Burntisland,  in  this  district, 
amounted,  in  1915,  to  3,000,447  tons,  as  compared  with  4,309,936 
tons  in  1914.  MethiPs  total  for  the  last  year  was  1,774,460  tons, 
while  Burntisland's  w-as  1,225,987  tons.  No  coal  imports  to  or  ex- 
ports from  the  United  States  are  shown,  the  business  being  almost 
entirely  with  European  countries  bordering  on  or  near  the  Xorth 
Sea. 

The  imports  of  pit  wood  and  cut  timber  for  coal  mines  compare 
favorably  with  those  of  the  previous  year,  the  total  imports  for  the 
two  ports  reaching  over  70,000  tons  in  1915. 

American  mining  machinery  and  tools  are  used  to  some  extent  in 
the  coal  mines  of  this  consular  district. 

Building  Inactivity — Cheaper  Water  Supply. 

The  construction  of  new  buildings  in  the  old  portion  of  Dunferm- 
line during  1915  has  been  marked  by  almost  complete  inactivity.  The 
war  and  difficulties  associated  with  the  local  building  trade,  together 
with  the  almost  prohibitive  cost  of  building  materials  and  the  delay 
in  bringing  the  town-planning  scheme  to  fruition,  has  caused  this 
cessation  of  building  construction. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  town  council  in  July  a  detailed  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  postponed  expenditure  of  slightly  over  $1,000,000  was 
approved.  It  was  agreed  to  borrow^  at  once  $250,000  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  the  Scottish  National  Housing  Co.  in  building  houses  in 
Rosyth,  the  council  thus  becoming  financially  interested  in  the  build- 
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ing  scheme  to  the  extent  of  50,000  shares.  A  report  by  the  burgh 
engineer  showed  that  the  vahie  of  the  biiiklings  for  which  plans  had 
been  approved  was  $040,000.  This  inchides  the  first  150  working- 
men's  homes  being  built  by  the  Scottish  National  Housing  Co.  Plans 
have  also  been  filed  for  the  building  of  a  large  school  at  Rosyth  to 
cost  $100,000,  and  it  is  expected  that  work  on  this  important  building 
will  be  completed  in  the  early  spring.  Moreover,  the  150  extra  houses 
for  workmen  will  soon  be  under  way,  making  a  total  of  probably  300 
new  homes  within  the  j^ar. 

It  is  contemplated  to  erect  a  number  of  permanent  church  build- 
ings at  Rosj'th  and  Crombie  should  future  developments  warrant 
the  outlay. 

In  October  arrangements  were  made  to  provide  a  water  supply  for 
the  new  dwelling  houses  at  an  estimated  cost  of  81  cents  per  pound 
sterling,  a  reduction  of  7  cents  compared  Avith  the  previous  year.  In 
submitting  these  estimates  the  treasurer  said  that  the  city  was  grad- 
uallj^  regaining  the  position  it  occupied  for  a  long  time  of  being  the 
lowest  rated  burgh  in  Scotland. 

Increased  Earnings. 

As  showing  the  increased  earnings  of  the  working  class,  the  annual 
report  of  the  savings  bank  just  issued  states  that  deposits  amount  to 
$305,000,  as  com^Dared  with  $285,000  the  previous  year.  The  stock 
account  of  the  savings  bank  shows  an  increased  balance  of  $85,000. 
Money  seems  to  be  circulating  more  freely  than  ever  among  the  work- 
ing and  poorer  classes,  paper  currency  being  the  principal  medium 
of  exchange.  A  large  motion-picture  show  house  has  recently  been 
erected  in  addition  to  the  four  already  established. 

Exports  from  Dunfermline  to  the  United  Stales. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1915,  according  to  invoices 
certified  at  the  Dunfermline  consulate,  were  valued  at  $1,506,149,  a 
decrease  of  $792,271  as  compared  with  1914.  The  articles  ancl  their 
value  are  shown  in  the  following  statement : 


Articles. 


Bleached  tow  yarn 

Chair  canvas 

Cottons 

Golf  iron  heads 

Jiito  paddings  (burlaps) . 

Linoleum 

Macliinery 


1914 


$21,039 

724 

58,061 

8,606 

34, 904 

265,372 


1915 


556,038 

746 

38,6o3 

11, 582 

33, 882 

214,464 

2,153 


Articles. 


Paper , 

Woolen  and  worsted  yarns. 

Woven  flax  fabrics , 

All  other  fal)rics 


Total. 


1914 


$28,333 

1,888,913 

2,468 


2,298,420 


1915 


SI,  596 


1, 142, 937 
4,098 


1, 506, 149 


The  exports  to  the  Philippine  Islands  during  1915  were  valued  at 
$312  and  consisted  of  machinery. 


SWANSEA. 

By   Vice  Consul   Hautiltou   C.   Claiborne,   Jan.   12. 

The  Swansea  consular  district  comprises  the  southwest  peninsula 
of  Wales,  embracing  the  ports  of  Swansea,  Port  Talbot,  Milford 
Haven,  Fishguard,  and  Llanelly.  The  town  of  Swansea  is  situated 
on  Swansea  Bay,  in  close  proximity  to  the  Bristol  Channel,  100 
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miles  fnjjii  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  216  miles  from  London.  Five 
railroads  enter  Swansea,  and  both  Liverpool  and  London  can  be 
reached  in  four  or  five  hours;  while  regular  steamship  communica- 
tions are  maintained  with  New  York  b}^  the  Bristol  City  Line. 

Coal  and  Metallurgical  Center — General  Trade  Conditions. 

SAvansea  is  one  of  the  leading  metallurgical  and  coal  centers  of  the 
British  Isles,  metallic  ores  and  substances  being  brought  from  all 
parts  of  the  world  to  be  smelted  with  the  Welsh  coal.  Within  a 
few  miles  of  this  port  are  found  large  deposits  of  anthracite,  bitumin- 
ous, and  smokeless  steam  coals.  Iron  and  steel,  coal,  tinplates, 
galvanized  sheets,  copper,  nickel,  fertilizers,  chemicals  and  marine 
stores  are  the  principal  commodities  of  Swansea  trade  and  within  15 
miles  of  the  port  are  125  factories  and  works  and  260  collieries. 

The  coal,  patent  fuel,  and  metal  trades,  on  which  the  city  and 
neighborhood  depend,  had,  on  the  whole,  a  period  of  remarkable 
prosperity  last  year.  The  British  consumption  of  Swansea  products 
was  unprecedented,  and  despite  high  freight  rates  and  a  scarcity  of 
tonnage  the  export  trade  was  fairly  well  maintained,  the  deficiencies 
being  made  up  by  increased  home  consumption.  Skilled  and  semi- 
skilled labor  Avas  never  in  greater  demand,  nor  Avages  better. 

Tinplate,  Spelter,  Copper,  and  Steel. 

The  tinplate  production  of  South  Wales  runs  to  about  16,000  tons 
per  week,  according  to  published  statistics.  The  home  demand  for 
tinplates  is  said  to  have  increased  100  per  cent  in  the  last  IS  months, 
as  a  residt  of  the  shortage  in  bottles  and  glassware  and  the  substitu- 
tion of  tin  boxes  and  cases  for  packing  jturposes.  The  dilliculty  in 
obtaining  tin  bars  and  the  resultant  high  prices  have  been  notable 
factors  in  recent  months,  but  in  vicAV  of  the  inability  of  American 
exporters  to  obtain  sufficient  tonnage,  local  manufacturers  report 
that  competition  has  been  appreciably  reduced,  and  that  large  orders 
have  been  obtained  from  the  Far  East  for  immediate  deliA'ery. 

Record  prices  Avore  paid  for  spelter  and  copper,  the  demand  being 
AA'ell  in  advance  of  the  supply;  the  former  reached  the  high  level 
of  $187,  while  the  latter  fluctuated  between  $316  and  $389.  Steel 
furnaces  have  been  very  busy,  and  many  orders  can  not  be  executed. 
More  than  $58.45  per  ton  is  asked  for  both  Bessemer  and  Siemens 
(qualities. 

Conditions  in  Coal  Trade — Building  Activities. 

The  Western  ^lail  (Jan.  1,  1016)  estimates  that,  notAvithstanding 
the  restrictions  caused  by  the  Avar,  the  production  of  anthracite  in 
South  Wales  during  1915  amounted  to  about  90  per  cent  of  the  entire 
output  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  production  of  bituminous  and 
steam  coal  Avas  very  large,  but,  owing  to  increased  home  consumption 
and  i-estrictions  upon  exportation,  the  customs  returns  giA'e  no  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  total  output.  Exports  of  patent  fuel  (briquettes) 
shoAved  a  slight  increase  over  1914,  but  a  decrease  of  OA'er  200.000 
tons  in  comparison  Avith  the  returns  for  1913. 

The  great  strike  in  the  Welsh  coal  fields  last  July,  althought  it 
actually  lasted  only  a  Aveek,  Avas  a  disturbing  element  for  some  time 
prior  to  its  occurrence.     L^ncertainty  as  to  contracts  and  deliA'eries 
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had  a  detrimental  influence  upon  trade,  but  the  quick  recovery  and 
readjustment  of  operations  was  a  strong  indication  of  the  great 
demand  for  all  descriptions  of  fuel.  The  miners  were  granted  war 
bonuses  varying  from  20  to  30  per  cent  as  a  temporary  settlement. 

The  past  year  witnessed  the  completion  of  a  large  briquetting  plant, 
several  plants  for  collecting  and  utilizing  the  by-products  of  coal, 
and  a  number  of  improvements  and  extensions  for  metallurgical 
plants. 

Among  recent  additions  to  Swansea  is  the  Exchange  Building 
(finished  last  year),  in  which  are  located  the  chamber  of  commerce, 
the  coal  exchange,  three  floors  of  offices,  and  a  large  restaurant. 
Projected  municipal  and  harbor  improvements  have  been  postponed 
until  the  end  of  the  war. 

Review  of  the  Year's  Foreign  Trade. 

The  total  trade  of  Swansea  Harbor,  which  exceeded  7,000,000  tons 
in  1913,  dropped  somewhat  below  the  6,000,000  mark  in  1915,  a  de- 
crease of  some  200,000  tons  as  compared  with  1914.  Scarcity  of  ton- 
nage and  labor,  high  i^rices,  and  trade  restrictions  are  accoimtable 
for  the  above  figures.  The  exports  were  well  maintained,  but  de- 
creases occurred  in  practically  all  of  the  imports  of  metals  and  ores. 
The  only  items  of  import  showing  increases  were  grain,  about  1,000 
tons;  sulphur  and  kindred  ores,  10,000  tons;  and  pitwood,  1,100  tons. 
In  addition  to  metals  and  ores  substantial  decreases  appear  in  imports 
of  tar  and  pitch,  deals  and  boards,  bricks,  slates  and  cement,  sugar, 
and  fish.  Among  exports  coal  and  coke  and  patent  fuel  showed 
increases  over  the  preceding  3^ear,  as  did  steel  rails  and  castings  and 
ales  and  spirits,  whereas  tin,  terne,  and  black  plates,  and  galvanized 
sheets  fell  off  appreciably. 

Imports  and  Exports  by  Articles. 

In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  principal  imports  and  exports 
of  Swansea  Harbor  in  1914  and  1915  : 


Articles. 


IMPORTS. 

Tar  and  pitch 

(Jascoal 

Copper,  silver,  lead,  and  tin, 
and  their  ores  and  alloys... 

Zinc  ore  and  alloj'S 

Iron  ore 

Iron  and  steel;  pigs  and  cast- 
ings   

Steel  bars  and  billets 

Deals,  battens,  and  boards... 

Pit  wood 

Bricks,  slates,  cement,  etc 

Sulphur  ore,  pyrites,  salt,  and 
cnemicals 

Flour,  potatoes,  etc 

Grain 

Sugar 

Fish 

General  merchandise 

Total 


53,8i0 

2,776 

57, 532 
83,904 
87,248 

n:),048 
21,202 
46,331 
94,317 
41, 784 

63,321 
19,384 
89, 293 
10, 774 
9,115 
211,975 


1,005,844 


Tort". 
33,115 
776 

38,342 
58,048 
79,828 

83,399 
5,699 
36,196 
93,169 
25, 667 

73,711 
18,674 
99,232 

1,800 

5, 588 

193,075 


846,319 


Articles. 


EXPORTS.' 

Coal  and  coke 

Patent  fuel 

Copper,  copper  ore,  spelter, 
etc 

Iron,  steel  rails,  castings,  etc. . 
Tin,  terno,  and  black  plates... 

Galvanized  sheets 

Alkalis,  superphosphates,  ar- 
senic, etc 

Flour,  grain,  potatoes,  etc 

Ale,  stout,  and  spirits 

General  merchandise 

Total 


1914 


Tons. 
,791,293 
711,141 

2,222 

4,927 

415, 699 

55,801 

21,929 

14,503 

2,166 

66, 132 


5,085,813 


Tons. 
3,801,511 
713, 140 


374,914 
19,398 

27,211 

391 

12,970 

62,075 


5,032,066 


'  Including  coastwise  e.xports. 


14 


SUrPLEMENT   TO    COMMERCE   KEPOKTS. 


Character  of  Imports — High  Freight  Rates. 

•  Aside  from  coal  there  are  no  important  mineral  deposits  in  South 
Wales.  The  ores  are  brought  from  all  sections  of  the  world;  tin 
from  the  Straits  Settlements ;  zinc,  nickel,  lead,  and  copper  from  the 
United  States  and  Canada;  and  iron  ore  from  Spain,  North  Africa, 
Sweden,  and  the  United  States.  Pit  wood  for  mine  props  is  im- 
ported in  great  quantities  from  Scandinavia,  France,  and  Spain, 
and  many  cargoes  of  deals,  battens,  and  boards  arrive  from  American 
ports. 

Canned  goods  and  dried  fruits  are  also  imported  to  supply  the 
usual  needs  of  maritime  communities,  and  large  quantities  of  hard- 
ware, notions,  glass,  and  dry  goods  of  foreign  manufacture  are 
noted  in  the  local  shops. 

The  jobbing  trade  of  Swansea  is  done  largely  through  the  medium 
of  the  large  distributing  centers,  London,  Liverpool' and  Birming- 
ham; and  it  is  through  the  channels  of  a  commission  house  or  agency 
in  these  larger  cities  that  the  bulk  of  general  merchandise  of  foreign 
make  is  supplied  to  Sv>'ansea  firms. 

Although  freight  rates  were  high  at  the  beginning  of  1915,  they 
vfere  doubled  and  trebled  during  the  year  until  they  were  seven  or 
eight  times  the  normal  average  of  preceding  years.  In  December 
the  rate  from  ports  in  South  Wales  to  Alexandria  was  $17.61,  which 
Avas  approximately  o-J  times  more  than  in  July,  1915,  and  over  10 
times  as  much  as  that  in  July,  1911.  Subject  to  sharp  advances  and 
recessions,  homeward  freight  rates  were  correspondingly  high. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  quantity  and  declared  value  of  the  principal  articles  invoiced 
at  the  consulate  at  Swansea  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  in 
1911  and  1915  are  shown  in  the  following  statement: 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Chemicals: 

Cobaltic  oxide 

O.xalic  acid 

Coal,  anthracite 

pounds.. 

do 

tons.. 

pounds.. 

do 

10,000 

655, 206 

5,561 

268, 800 

S9,234 
41,653 
19,620 

32,977 

4,000 
54,549 

$3,699 
4,019 

Copper: 

Scale 

Regulus  of 

378,  aso 

73,336 

105, 240 

,53,022 

200 

.59,623 
20  SS** 

Hides  and  skins: 
Sheep- 
Pickled              .     . 

140,839 

18,266 

993 

Salted      

do    .. 

Horse 

Nickel,  and  alloys  of 

do.... 

pounds.. 

do 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

33,714 

9, 740 

202,899 

69,440 

13,504,010 

112,141 

26,3.57 

9,061 

4.350 

1,052 

388,214 

36, 494 
3,186 

Nickel,  manufactures  of 

Terneplates 

440,170 

25, 447 

Tin  plates 

Tin  (in  blocks) 

All  other  articles 

791, 484 

25,354 

7,391 

Total            

572, 798 

306, 463 

i 

Trade  of  Port  Talbot. 

In  Port  Talbot  1915  was  marked  by  increased  coal  exports,  expan- 
sion in  the  tinplate  and  galvanized  sheet  industries,  and  impor- 
tant additions  to  the  harl)or  and  docks.     Extended  port  facilities 
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completed  last  year  included  new  wharves,  a  deepened  waterway, 
and  the  mtroduction  of  coaling  belts  to  expedite  the  loading  of  coal. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  coal,  coke,  and  patent 
fuel  exported  from  Port  Talbot  during  the  last  three  j'^ears : 


Coal,  coko  and 
patent  fuel. 

1913. 

1914. 

1916. 

Coal,  CDke,  and 
patent  fuel. 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Coal: 

Foreign 

Coastwise 

Tnnx. 

1, 880,000 

112,  CS6 

192, 2-J6 
0,932 

Ton.i. 

1, 428, 408 

230, 687 

149,867 
8,293 

Tons. 
1,447,531 
160,267 

271,032 
11,000 

Coal— Continued. 

Patent  fuel 

Coke 

Tons. 
248, 983 
7,371 

Tons. 
194, 122 
14,685 

Tons. 
170,000 
26, 000 

Foreign 

Coastwise.. 

Total 

2,478,308   2,026,962 

2,086,830 
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